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Abstract

Combating violence against women and/or domestic violence requires the willingness of the state
to raise the qualifications of authorized police officers and other specialists and provide them with
an effective risk assessment tool. In Georgia, the mentioned instrument is integrated into the
restraining order. The relevant questions are answered by the victim, and in order to answer part
of the questions, the authorized police officer checks the data about the abuser's past in the

information system, through which the risks of repeating the violence are determined.

The purpose of the study is to review risk assessment methods in cases of violence against women
and/or domestic violence and to evaluate changes in the Georgian restraining order. By analyzing
the above, it is possible to say whether the state has chosen the right policy to fight this crime.
Along with police response, it is important to consider risk assessment at different stages of the

proceedings, namely at the stages of investigation, criminal prosecution and trial.

The research established that before the changes were made, the law did not require mandatory
issuance of a restraining order in situations where objectively mandatory issuance must have been
possible. The restraining order was not perfect and flawless. This is supported by the fact that
often, when authorized police officers did not issue a restraining order, the court considered it

necessary to obtain a protective order.

An authorized police officer must have a sound and effective risk assessment tool in place to
properly issue a restraining order. It is noteworthy that the changes adopted in 2023 are positive
and potentially effective. For now, this is only an optimistic assumption, which will hopefully be

confirmed by future practice.

Key words: Domestic Violence, Violence Towards Women, Victim, Restraining Order, Risk

Assessment Tool



