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Abstract

This paper examines the habitus transformation of middle-aged divorced Georgian female
immigrants engaged in caring activities. Also, the emotional and material dimensions that
characterize the experience of immigrant women living in someone else's home are of interest to

the research.

The research aims to describe the trajectories of life of women brought up in "traditional"
Georgian families and to understand the emancipatory significance of migration, an essential focus
of the research is the respondents' specific experiences of living in a new reality, including the
experience of living in a "new" home. With the biographical-narrative interviews, the specific life
experiences of the respondents were described, which refers to the period after emigration, as

well as during childhood, adolescence, and adulthood.

As a result of the research, it was revealed that the unequal gender environment in which the
respondents grew up affected the formation of their primary habitus. The main common and
distinguishing tendencies that the respondents showed during adolescence and adulthood were
also revealed; while sharing the house as a shared public space, During and after the decision to
marry, and, most importantly, after emigration. The study revealed how emigration is related to
the transformation of their habitus and what type of freedom or independence emigration gives
to middle-aged women of average economic ability with similar habitus. What are the main

criteria by which they transform and take actionable steps to make their dreams come true?

Key words: habitus, gender socialization, divorce, migration, economic and social capital, home

and own space.
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