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Abstract

Immunization is the best way to prevent infectious diseases. Georgians shared this view in 18th
century, when in 1772, by order of Erekle II, more than a hundred children were vaccinated
with the flower vaccine, including Prince Yulon.

Nowadays the state program of immunization is successfully functioning in the country.
However, despite the positive tendency, the program has some challenges, one of them is to
maintain a 95% coverage rate with routine vaccination, which is influenced by the awareness of
the population and especially parents. The study confirmed the hypothesis that misinformation,
"ugly" notions and myths, that cause and increase the fear of side effects are the main reasons for
refusing vaccination. Also a big challenge is raising awareness of immunization by the state and
focusing on information campaigns.

This qualitative research aims to explore and analyze attitude of mothers about vaccines
included in the national prophylactic vaccination calendar and identify the existing tendencies
and their causal factors. For this purpose, mothers and pediatricians in Tbilisi and Zugdidi were
interviewed. The findings of the research makes it possible to find relevant and effective ways
overcome existing barriers.

Keywords: Immunization, Side Effects, Awareness, Coverage Rate, Mandatory Immunization.



