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Tamar Pkhaladze, Davit Malazonia

Fight of autocratic Russia against Georgian church language
(in the 2™ half of the XIX century)

Autocracy declared the uncompromising struggle against the Georgian
church, With the purpose of national content eradication it had prohibited the use of
Georgian language during sacred service, and every progressively thinking person,
public spirited clergy had been relentlessly persecuted. Antinational aclivity of the
department of religious affairs, that created a real danger of loss of the basic church
functions, and naturally caused the certain alienation of Georgian people from the
Church. And that fact should be explained by the opposition of the Georgian society
against reactionary and Russification-oriented church policy, and not by the
strengthening of spiritual indifferentism among the people.

The campaign of translation of prayers into Megrelian-Svan languages, that
represented the ineffective attempt of these regions’ removal from the common
national body, was aimed at the demolition of the Georgian church. The firm
nationa! attitude of Georgian intelligence, clergy and first of all, of Samegrelo and
Svaneti population itself causes the overwhelming defeat of the Autocracy.
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