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Abstract

The following paper deals with Georgian-Circassian relations during post-soviet era, the
historical-cultural foundations of these relations, contemporary political processes, which

influenced the activation of the Circassian issue in the Georgian political discourse.

On July 4, 2007, the International Olympic Committee selected Sochi as the host city for the
Winter Olympics. Circassians in both the Russian Federation and the diaspora began to protest
against this fact, which raised the issue of recognition of the Circassians genocide committed by
Russian Empire during the Caucasus War on an international level. Georgia supported the
Circassians within the framework of the policy towards North Caucasus and in 2011 became the

only country that recognized the genocide.

The paper answers two research questions: what led to the activation of the Circassian question

in the Georgian political space and what was the purpose of recognition of the Circassian genocide.

The paper reviews statements of political leaders and other officials, official documents, as well as
media records abound the issue based on the qualitative research method of discourse analysis.
Using the method of process tracing, the focus was on the political events that preceded the

recognition of genocide and which could have influenced that decision.

The study showed that the activation of the Circassian question in the Georgian political discourse
has a deep historical-cultural basis, however, at the moment it has a political background and is
therefore part of Georgia's policy of soft power, which was intensified as a result of the 2008
Russia-Georgia war. Georgia's interest was to neutralize anti-Georgian sentiments in The North

Caucasus republics after the August war and gain the sympathy of the Circassian world.

Keywords: Circassian genocide, Circassian nationalism, Georgia's North Caucasian policy.
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