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Abstract

With Martin Heidegger and Jacques Lacan, this paper will pass on the way to the language.

If in the metaphysical tradition, language is considered a representation and a system of
signs, both Heidegger and Lacan propose different approaches to the language, and in their
discourses, they coincide with each other; Yet they also show some significant differences in

relation to each other.

The goal of the paper is to examine some noteworthy aspects of Heidegger's and Lacan's
reflections on the language; It doesn't have a claim to present previously named thinkers' whole

theories on language, but — their concrete, main and principal characters.

Namely, in the first part of the paper, which will be the reading of Heidegger's texts, we will
discuss language as a bearer of an essence of things, as their presenter, and the only possibility for
them to appear. In Heidegger, only in the word of language, characterized by the absence [of the

things], will we grasp the real presence of the things; Language speaks; It speaks the things.

With Lacan, in the second part of the paper, we will focus on the subject of language (subject
of thinking, the Cartesian subject), — fundamentally split, — which at an early-stage forms
imaginary relations to the environment (to the subjects and objects) that surrounds him/her; and
his/her truth in language and by language will make itself heard only as silence; latter will be
expressed in a concept of the "full speech" [parole pleine] by Lacan; We will discuss in Lacan a
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signifier. In other words, the independent role of the main linguistic unit which divides the thing
at the exact moment of it entering the system of language, unfolds its improper character and

manifests the interminable process of signification.

Keywords: Heidegger, Lacan, language, speech, object, signified, signifier, “full speech”, way,

metaphysical tradition, representation, system of signs, subject and object, imaginary.



