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Abstract

The article deals with the internal political situation in the Russian Federation that
developed during the 20-year rule of Vladimir Putin. All the levers and mechanisms by

which Putin was able to consolidate power in his hands are presented.

Particular attention is paid to his fourth presidential term and the challenges he has faced in
the form of Covid 19 and his neo-stagnant economic situation. All this created a very critical
picture in the Russian Federation, which led to an increase in dissatisfaction with the

authorities. However, this discontent changed dramatically after Russia began to actively get
involved in a military conflict with Ukraine on February 24, 2022. That is why the causes of

this dispute have been investigated.

In addition, with the help of the legitimacy theories of Max Weber and David Betham, the
methods by which Vladimir Putin is still actively legitimizing state power are investigated
and studied. Revealed that repression, the media and military conflicts are the main lever of

public consent to legitimize Putin's rule in Russia.

It should be noted that repression and propaganda are combined methods that are
systematically used to perpetuate the regime, while military intervention is an extreme form

of legitimacy of power and is used by the President only when the first two strategies fail.

Key words: Vladimir Putin, neo-establishment, regime, repression, military intervention,

Covid-19, reforms.



