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Abstract 

Political parties are fundamental elements for allowing representative democracy to function. A 

modern democratic society cannot exist without political parties. With the start of the third wave 

of democratization and the increase in the number of transitional democracies, party systems of 

transitional regimes have become the most studied, and the interest in this research topic has 

grown. In this thesis, I examine the fundamental factors responsible for forming and establishing 

party identity and types of competition characteristic of transitional regimes. 

The theoretical framework builds on the theory of party system institutionalization developed by 

Scott Mainwaring. After testing this theory, Mainwaring demonstrates that the quality of 

democracy correlates with the institutionalization of the party system. It also posits the four key 

dimensions necessary to institutionalize the party system and evaluate the degree of such 

institutionalization.  

Methodwise, qaualitative comparative case studies are regarded as the most suitable method to 

study research questions. For this purpose, I selected the party systems of transitional democracies 

such as Georgia and Ukraine. This study reveals that party identity can be shaped by a weakly 

institutionalzied party system. Furthermore, the types of party identity define behaviours of the 

political parties that predominantly assume non-democratic forms during party competition. 

Keywords: Democratization, Transitional regimes, Party identity, Party competition, Party system 

institutionalization, Nonideological parties, Internal Party Democracy, Personalization, Georgia, 

Ukraine.


