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Abstract

Introduction: In the healthcare system, primary care physicians have the opportunity
to identify the disease at an early stage and ensure correct and timely treatment by referring the
patient to the appropriate physician-specialists. Educating the public and raising public awareness
about the key risk factors that adversely affect human health is one of the key functions of public
health.

The growing population of psychoactive substance users is considered a significant
public health problem. In response to this heavy public health burden, the World Health
Organization (WHO) has developed alcohol, tobacco, and substance use screening tests for early
patient identification and intervention.

Most primary care physicians do not express a willingness to work with drug-using
patients and consider consumer patients to be a difficult population. That is why important to
assess the attitude and knowledge of primary health care providers in order to implement a
relevant training module in the future.

Aim of the research: The objective of the research is to study the knowledge, needs,
current practices, opinions, and readiness of primary health care specialists in Georgia in the
process of diagnosis and treatment of drug addicts, in order to introduce integrated alcohol and
drug users in the future.

Research Method: Quantitative research and cross-sectional method conducted to
collect research data. Primary health care representatives were recruited, with the help of the
Family Medicine Association. A total of N = 96 respondents participated in the study. Among
them were doctors, nurses, and primary health care providers. A structured questionnaire
consisting of 71 questions was developed and sent to the respondents online.

Results / Conclusion: Based on the results of the stud, the knowledge of primary care
physicians and nurses regarding addictions and screening tests is fragmentary. Half of the
respondents (44.8%) could not recognize the signs of opioid intoxication and had no information
(50%) about the use of naloxone in cases of overdose. Consumption information is practically not
specified in patients. Doctors are reluctant to ask about cannabis, illicit, and psychotropic drugs.

They have a distrusting attitude toward harm reduction and Methadone maintenance
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treatment. Almost half of the respondents avoid the answer (methadone maintenance treatment-
28%; harm reduction-37%), and half think that harm reduction programs and methadone
maintenance treatment are partially effective (methadone maintenance treatment-46%; harm
reduction-45%). It should also be mentioned that physicians and nurses consider their

responsibility to identify alcohol and tobacco users more than other substances.

v



oM

9500 MdL 3BEO LHToFOLEHMM BsdOMAOL 09dol bgerddw3s69wl, do@Mb sgom
0005830, 3300930l 3OMELT0 FofgEo EObIsMmdOLMZ0L.

9500096905l godm3abo@og Bomyxsbm 39o3060L SLME0S3E00L 0TI, HMIGELOMS
©ob3sMgool  aoMgdgs 396  dmbgdms  33g3sdo  dmbsforg  BYL3MbgbEHoms
©93609GH0M0s. 915939 00MMIMo MHgb3MmbEgbEOL dodsmrm, ds0 JogH sx0JLOMYOIEO

aMfitxzgmo  3sbvbgdol,  smIMmdowo  @OMMOLs s 33193580  JowgdYIEO
dmbsfoergmdobomgob.



