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Abstract

The purpose of this paper was to re-analyze and assess the damage done to the education
sector, especially to students with disabilities and special educational needs during the
pandemic. In addition, to offer recommendations that will make the process of working with

students with disabilities and SSCs more effective and efficient.

A review of the literature around the issue, as well as research, has confirmed that the
damage caused by the pandemic to the education sector has been particularly acute for
students with severe disabilities and special needs. The state has taken some steps to ensure
the continuity of the educational process and the realization of the right of access to education.
Nevertheless, these measures were not sufficient to respond to the existing challenges.
Students and parents who had to be actively involved in the learning process faced a number
of difficulties. According to the principal of the Rustavi school, the adaptation period was not

short and this, of course, had a negative impact on the students' social and academic skills.

In the initial stage of the transition to distance learning, there were technical problems
related to the work of the program (Teams) and which, as revealed in the research process,
have significantly improved. The problem was the lack of competence of both students and
parents, who had difficulty following the instructions given by the teacher. Pandemic and
distance learning formats have contributed to the growing reliance on gadgets. Students with
special educational needs were negatively affected by changes in their usual routine/discipline
and reduced class time. Against the background of these processes and in parallel, the
inclusiveness of education could not be implemented and this problem was especially acute in
the regions. The value of the research will be the recommendations that will be issued on the
example/experience of Rustavi school. I think, in the future this will help to reduce the harm

that students received during these processes, both academically and socially.

Key terms: Inclusion; Student with special educational needs; Student with disabilities;

Pandemic; Educational loss.
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