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Abstract

The present thesis deals with the policies developed within the EU’s external governance on the
example of three states with different statuses. As a result of the 2004 enlargement, the borders
for the EU changed. That is why it has become necessary for EU to adopt an appropriate political
approach to its neighbors, which would help maintain stability and support prosperity along its
borders. Besides, waves of enlargement were accompanied by complicated integration with the
addition of various initiatives and agreements. Accordingly, the main purpose of the thesis is to
outline reasons and variability of EU foreign policy since the historic enlargement of 2004. Three
countries were selected for the study: Romania, Serbia and Georgia. In studying the case of each
state, the research was based on two metatheories of the new institutionalism: rationalist
institutionalism and constructivist institutionalism. The reason for this is the use of the two
fundamental mechanisms of Europeanization by the EU in the process of integration. Qualitative
research is selected as a methodology, in particular, desk research and case study. Based on the
results of the study, different approaches from the EU were clearly identified in the case of all
three target countries. The main difference in the case of the Western Balkans and the Eastern
Partnership countries was the membership perspective that Serbia had from the beginning of its

integration, while for Georgia the issue remained unclear for years.

Key Words: Europeanization, External Governance, Eastern Partnership, Conditionality,

Copenhagen Criteria.
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