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Abstract

Throughout the Soviet Union’s existence, religious policy changed many times in response to
international and internal political circumstances. Firstly, in the 1960s and the 1970s, in the
context of the Cold War, the Soviet Union renewed an anti-religious campaign in response to
Stalin’s relaxed policies, and then changed the approach once again by employing the new strategy
of softened policies. Despite changing policies the main ideological framework was never
abandoned, according to which religion had to be uprooted for the communist society to be
achieved. While the Soviet Union combated religion in various ways, it also encouraged the
participation of the churches from communist countries to join the international ecumenical
movement — where WCC (World Council of Churches) held a prominent role. Soviet churches
joined the WCC in the early 1960s (Georgian Orthodox Church became a member in 1962) which
expanded Soviet influence over the international ecumenical movement. The primary messages
relayed by the Soviet churches dealt with the peace movement, disarmament, and most important
of all: they actively tried to undermine the Western narrative about the religious life in Soviet

Union and prove it to be false.

Using archival documents and printed publications, the main task of this thesis is to analyze Soviet
religious policy and its influence over the Georgian Orthodox Church in 1960-1970s, evaluate the
role of ecumenical relationships internationally and locally within the context of the Cold War,
research the particularities of instrumentalization of the ecumenical movement by the Soviet

Union and to explain the role of Georgian Orthodox Church in these processes.



