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Abstract

This paper examines the experience of losing one’s home and living in “someone else’s house”
on the example of IDPs from Abkhazia living in Tbilisi. Albeit 30 years have passed since the
Abkhazian-Georgian conflict, issues related to IDPs problems are still crucial and relevant.
IDPs have to face and overcome vast of challenges after leaving their homes in Abkhazia.
Along with the obstacles caused by the difficult social and economic background, IDPs have
to handle being far from homely environment and home itself. Paper tries to understand the
meaning of home in terms of house left in Abkhazia and dwelling in Tbilisi, the practices and
experience of creating “your home” and homeliness in an unfamiliar environment. The paper
employs qualitative approach, namely biographical-narrative interview and participant

observation methods are combined within the design.

The main research objective is to describe the experience of losing one’s home and practices
of home-making in the new dwelling employed by IDPs from Abkhazia living in Thbilisi;
alongside, paper tries to examine the sensual and material dimensions that are charasteristic to

this experience.

Based on the research findings, there are crucial tendencies in terms of IDPs’ understanding of
home. Also, the research has identified the main criteria IDPs use to evaluate and differentiate

old — “own home” and new — “someone else’s house”; along with this, the findings reveal which



dwelling is associated to “homeliness” for them and lastly, the paper has found how practices

of creating homeliness in an unfamiliar environment is materialized.

Key words: War of Abkhazia, Abkhazia, IDPs, home.
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