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Abstract

The last seven decades have marked Thilisi with steady growth in terms of total area size and
population density; these developments have been asymmetric on an intra-urban level,

subsequently leading to specific forms and patterns of spatial and social inequalities.

This paper aimed to explore the aspects of spatial inequality specifically characteristic for the post-
Soviet Tbilisi context by examining the history of formation, space and everyday life practices in
the peripheral, former industrial urban settlement, informally called “Africa”. The research
objectives were carried out using the qualitative approach, namely case-study design has been
employed. Primary data for the analysis has been collected using the triangulation of the non-
structured in-depth interviews and visual ethnography; alongside, secondary desk research has
been adopted to scrutinize the urban political context of the capital city. The paper bases its

theoretical foundation within the socio-spatial approach.

The research argues that the spatial asymmetry of the contemporary Thilisi is deeply rooted
within the Soviet urban politics; the spatial and infrastructural differentiation produced in the
past century acts as a vital ground for “Africa’s” current economic development and dwellers’

social and political lives. Inadequate access to urban resources, limited social mobility and social



exclusion are the key concerns in that regard. Furthermore, while experiencing the spatial,
economic and political exclusion, the research makes case to argue that, “Africa” residents’ self-
perception of their everyday life and livelihood is not defined by the marginality; instead, the
non-formal practices predominantly available to them as a result of exclusion, enables them to

create valuable livelihoods.

key words: spatial inequality; intra-urban inequality; post-soviet industrial district, non-formal

urbanity.



