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Abstract

People have been concerned with questions about “their” and “the other’s” meaning
since an ancient era — what causes dissimilitude and diversity of societies and how people, who
are absolutely different from each other, mature in this society. Every civilization, era or
religion answered this question in a different way, which was also clearly depicted in
historiography. The Middle Ages was not an exception. At that time, a person’s identity was
mostly determined by a religious factor. Accordingly, cognition of another person begun by
observing his belief.

The purpose of our paper is to determine how Greeks are represented as “others” by the
author according to Robert de Clary’s chronicle — “The Conquest of Constantinople”; we aim
to see Greeks through a Latin author’s eyes and conclude what kind of attitude Western
Christians had towards them; Also, we need to find out whether the author expresses his
society’s opinion; how the French crusader describes Greeks against a background of deviant
march and how his such assessment can be explained.

In world history, interest towards different people increases with the development of
civilization. This issue became topical as far back as ancient times with the following
opposition — “Hellenes-Barbarians”, which made Greek culture go against the rest of the world.
They considered all those peoples to be “Barbarians”, who did not want to imitate Hellenic
culture. In the Middle Ages “Heathenism-Christianity” became the main opposition, however,
Christendom itself split up into east and west. Internal confrontations and everlasting
aspiration for power made confessors of two religious orientations be in opposition to each
other forever. The fourth crusade played one of the most important roles in the formation of
such attitude. The situation became more tense and the religious conflict aggravated.
Accordingly, the search for their causes and results are highly topical even today.

Robert de Clary’s chronicle was the observed of many scholars, however, our
multidisciplinary approach to an investigation is an innovation in Georgian historiography.
The source itself replies to our inquiries, which were asked by modern historiography in the
Middle Ages while searching for “somebody’s” image.

As a result of source analysis, it was proved that Greeks are “others” for Robert de Clary

— different people who live on the rich land, but they do not appreciate it. The author is too
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critical and subjective while assessing these people. He tries his best to disparage Greeks in
order to find a justification for this unfair march. Nevertheless, Greeks still appear in a positive
context according to the text, but Robert de Clary uses this method in favor of his interest, to
justify pilgrims and disparage Greeks. It can be said, that the author expresses more sentiments
to common people. It can have several reasons — Robert de Clary knows that this march is
unfair, and moreover, it must also be mentioned, that the author is a member of low social
class too.

The conclusions, drawn by us, are entirely based on the text — of course, by considering
the author’s origin and political situation.

Key words: Robert de Clary; Constantinople; “The Fourth Crusade”; “The other”;
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