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Abstract

The present paper covers the process of formation of social borders within the Balkan states
in the post-conflict period, and the role of the ruling elites in this process. From a
methodological point of view, the research is based on the qualitative methodology.

The study seeks to answer the following three research questions: What type of ruling elite
functioned during the Balkan crisis? In the aftermath of the violent conflict, what role did
the ruling elites play in the identity crisis? By what mechanisms did the process of forming
social boundaries take place (what influence did the ruling elite have on this process)?

The study consists of two parts, the first part establishes the theoretical framework of the
study and explains the concept of social boundaries, while the second part, based on the
purpose of the study, discusses, analyzes and studies the complete ethnic conflicts in the
Balkan region case.

Key Words: Ethnic Conflicts, Balkan Region, Social Boundaries, Ruling Elites.
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