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Abstract

Relations between Georgia and the United Kingdom have not been studied in the last ten

years. Georgian and foreign academic studies on this topic are very scarce. Consequently, the

study, which examines the diplomatic relations between Georgia and the United Kingdom in

2011-2021, analyzes the steps taken and the interests of the states is not presented in

academic circles. The aim of the research is to analyze what kind of steps states have taken

politically and economically. The study needs to highlight the interests of the UK in relation

to Georgia and, on the other hand, what opportunities Georgia has with cooperation with

the United Kingdom.

We used the Case Study method for the research and the research focuses on the diplomatic

relations between Georgia and the United Kingdom in 2011-2021. We analyzed the

secondary material, which includes state documents of Georgia and Great Britain, websites.

For the master's thesis, we used the discourse analysis method to analyze the Strategic

Partnership and Cooperation Agreement document signed between the UK and Georgia in

2019. In order to conduct the research and confirm the hypothesis, a qualitative research

method was conducted: interviews with government officials and expert circles to find out

what kind of relations were established between Georgia and the United Kingdom during

this period.

Based on the research, it is clear that the relations between Georgia and the United Kingdom

in 2011-2021 were not linear. Most experts believe that passivity is observed among the

governments of the states. The United Kingdom's interests in Georgia are particularly

pronounced in terms of security and the economy. One of the most significant steps taken

between Georgia and the United Kingdom is the 2019 Strategic Partnership and Cooperation

Agreement. The document makes it clear that it is important for Britain to maintain regional

stability in the Black Sea and South Caucasus regions. With Russia actively using hybrid

warfare to expand its influence, the threats posed by it pose serious problems for the security

of the region and Europe. The second important issue is economic ties. Non-state actors have
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a significant influence on the diplomatic relations of states. Based on the partnership

agreement, Georgia can use the British economic market and bring closer the businesses of

the states. Relations with Britain will contribute to Georgia's political and economic security.

Britain actively uses various formats of political relations to pursue its own interests, with the

British Council attaching special importance to the State's foreign policy in order to connect

civil society.

It is important for Georgia to solve the country's domestic political and economic problems

in order to make English an attractive country for foreign investment. The deepening of

security policy with Britain significantly determines the stability of the region.

Keywords: Diplomacy, soft power, security, economic ties, state interests.




