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Marriage Proverbs and Anti-Proverbs and Their Role in Social Interaction

(On the material of Ango-American proverbs)

Abstract

This paper is devoted to the study of Anglo-American marriage proverbs and anti-proverbs
and their role in social interaction. The structural-semantic analysis of Anglo-American
proverbs revealed that the latter comprise various aspects related to marriage, such as its
importance and complexity, love, responsibilities of wives and husbands, the role of fate, the
reasons of divorce, etc. Proverbs can convey diverse messages through lexical and stylistic
devices. They contain traditional views, cultural values and wisdom of the specific nations.
We discussed anti-proverbs as a variation of traditional proverbs and their various forms. The
research has shown that, among other things, the number of proverbs, that reflect negative

attitude towards marriage, is much higher than of positive ones in Anglophone culture.

Key words: Anglo-American proverbs, marriage proverbs, anti-proverbs, social interaction,

national aspects of proverbs, proverbs and idioms, structural-semantic aspects of proverbs
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