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Three-Dimensional World of Similes in English Fictional Writing

Nino Kirvalidze
Ilia State University, Tbilisi, Georgia

The paper offers a three-dimensional linguosemiotic study of similes, which implies integral analysis of their

semantic, syntactic, and pragmatic aspects. Such an approach to the study of similes is quite new as they have

been hitherto considered either from a literary viewpoint as one of the stylistic expressive means of language or in

the philosophy of language in correlation with metaphor. The three-dimensional linguosemiotic methodology of

research has enabled us: (1) to reveal the cognitive, psychological, and metaphorical essence of similes and work

out the invariant conceptual model which remains unchanged throughout their structural-semantic variation in the

text; (2)  to single out pragmatic features of similes, the set of which defines their  linguistic status as  a

language-in-use construct, i.e., textual phenomenon; (3) to study the denotational-cognitive aspect of similes

pointing out the parameters according to which similes have been differentiated into semantic types and subtypes;

and (4) to generalize the syntactical aspect of similes and define the set of their structural modifications in the text

conditioned both by the intralinguistic regularities and by pragmatic factors. Therefore, we have worked out an

interdisciplinary theory of similes implying the synergy of the data of linguistic, literary, cognitive, and

psychological studies.

Keywords: associative perception, metaphorical mapping, pragmatic features, semantic and structural types of

similes

Introduction: Research Methodology

The present paper is devoted to the complex study of similes aiming to reveal their linguosemiotic
peculiarities. Similes have been studied so far either from a literary viewpoint as one of the stylistic expressive
means of language based on associative perception and mapping of the world (Enkvist, 1973; Galperin, 1977;
Leech & Short, 1981; Kukharenko, 1988; Esser, 1993) or in the context of philosophy of language in correlation
with metaphor (Aristotle, 1954; Black, 1962; Davidson, 1979; Wierzbicka, 1990; Tirrel, 1991; Ortony, 1993;
Todd & Clarke, 1999; Chiappe & Kennedy, 2000; Utsumi, 2007, and others).

Different from them, we offer a three-dimensional linguosemiotic analysis of similes focusing on the
integral study of their semantic, syntactic, and pragmatic aspects. This methodology of simile is very much in line
with Honeck, who, reviewing the state of metaphor research in 1980, remarked that what was needed was to go
beyond semantics and develop a contextual approach which involved “a delicate integration of word-sense,
syntactic form, pragmatic context, speaker-listener relationship, and goals, over time” (p. 42). Such an approach
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