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Abstract 

 

The aim of this master's thesis is to research the attitudes towards Jews in medieval Georgia 

and in Europe. The aim of the paper is to compare the mentioned attitudes in medieval 

Georgia and Europe and to determine the explanatory factors in each case. What similarities 

and differences existed in attitudes towards Jews? Current work is the attempt to explore 

these differences with Social Psychologycal and Anthropologal theories. This paper is an 

interdisciplinary study and covers the following scientific fields: history, psychology, 

sociology, cultural history and cultural anthropology. It is well known that medieval 

European society was marked by sharp anti-Semitic sentiments. The causes of the prejudiced 

attitudes can be explained by a number of modern theories that have emerged in the social 

sciences, such as scapegoat theory, conformity to social norms, the preservation of status and 

self-image, Mary Douglas' theoretical framework, and Maslow's hierarchy of needs. Unlike 

in Europe, in the field of medieval Georgia, we do not see obvious anti-Semitic sentiments, 

and the alleged existence of anti-Semitism in the given period could be explained only by the 

theoretical framework of Mary Douglas from the theories that are discussed in this research. 
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