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Abstract

Modenism is discussed in the thesis as the global cultural style, which resulted fromm the cultural

and conscious process of modern Western civilization, its development and the hallmarks.

The study presents, how the cultural period of Western civilization of modernism was revealed
in English literature. There are discussed novels by modernist authors: Or/ando by Virginia Woolf
and 7he Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad. This work clearly shows the hallmarks of
modernism, namely the individual's spirituality, how he/she adapts to the changing world and

how handles the challenges.

The theoretical basis of the work are the theories of identity. Theoretical approaches allowed me
to conclude that the quest for own identity conditioned the development of inner world of an
individual in the times of modernism, where human emotion and goals were related with
spirituality, expressing relations to the inner and outer world. Rational thinking, the historical
epoch, the separation of state and religion played a major role in shaping the modernity and

literary modernism.

Key Words: Modernism, Characteristics of Modernism, Virginia Woolf, Joseph Conrad, Identity.



