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Abstract

The attitudes of different religious groups towards Bulgaria’s European integration and the
role of various religious institutions and organizations in the process has to this day rarely
been studied. The aim of the research is to focus on the country’s most important religious
actor — The Bulgarian Orthodox Church and to analyze the narratives and statements issued
by them, while newly-formed democtaric Bulgaria was on the path of joining the European
Union.

To conduct the research, the exploratory case-study method is used, in the frames of which
the selected variables will be analyzed in a specific timeframe — from the first democratic
elections in contemporary Bulgaria until its official admission into the European Union.

The study brought to light a consistent tendency, which shows The Bulgarian Orthodox
Church as an actor in the matters of country’s integration in the European institutions,
which are shown in its participation in country’s social and political sphere.

This paper also serves as an attempt to bring additional interest towards religious
institutions, as important national actors, to the academic scene, especially in the
department of European studies.

Main Keywords: European integration, EU institutions, The Bulgarian Orthodox Church.
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