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Abstract

The study of prejudice is an important topic in Social Psychology. Prejudice against ethnical
minorities is a serious problem in Georgia, so it’s really important to examine its roots. The

present study examines the influence of personal factors on prejudice against ethnical groups.

Ethnocentrism and “big five” traits are discussed as personal characteristics. Research
materials are ethnocentrism scale and shorten version of “big five” personality traits NEO-

FFI. And Social distance scale by Bogardus was used to measure prejudice.

The research has confirmed that certain personality traits (ethnocentrism, openness to
experience, conscientiousness) influence the tendency to prejudice. More specifically,
ethnocentrism and conscientiousness reinforce prejudice, while openness to experience
diminishes it. In addition, ethnocentrism is correlated with “big five” traits (neuroticism,

openness to experience, agreeableness)

Key words: prejudice, ethnocentrism, personality traits
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