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Abstract

The existing cultural expectations towards divorced women create some challenges both
for the persons and for their native families. Divorced women are constantly the object of
discussion by society, which can affect the way of life of some of them. The closest and primary
agents of public pressure are often their own family members, who sometimes knowingly and
sometimes unknowingly set limits for their children/sisters/grandchildren in terms of freedom.

Consequently, the choices and life chances of divorced women is limited.

The topic of interest of the present study is how the native family influences lives of the
women after divorce. The paper deals with the positive and negative changes in relations between
divorced women and their native family, compared to the period before marriage and divorce.
The study is focued on the perceptions and experiences of divorced women aged 25 to 35 in
modern Batumi, based on narrative analysis of five unstructured interviews. The analysis of the
results and theoretical material presented in the conclusion demonstrates the problematic nature
of the topic in question in contemporary Georgia. The study revealed that steretypical
expectations contribute to formation of collective anxiety around divorced women, which results
into informal restrictions, imposed by the mnative family, as well as self imposed

regulation/restriction by the divorced women.

Key words: divorced women, native families, habitus, anxiety, discrimination, choice.
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