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Abstract

This paper examines the main experiences and tendencies formed by active usage of Facebook
among Georgian users: the impact of Facebook on key characteristics of urban social life and

perceptions and boundaries of privacy and publicity.

To explore a new social reality formed by active usage of Facebook, this paper is based on
qualitative research methods: unstructured face-to-face interviews with active Facebook users

and, additionally, in-depth interview with an expert to delve into the identified tendencies.

Research results show that active usage of Facebook changes the main urban characteristics and
creates new types of Acquaintances. Besides, sharing intimate details publicly is a common
practice in Georgian Facebook space. As a result, Facebook usage is associated with various
challenges and dilemmas. Including the context collapse and the initiation of value conflicts with
relatives. Furthermore, usage of Facebook exacerbates public sphere problems related to the

blurred boundaries between the private and public spheres.

This paper will contribute to social media research development in Georgia, as this field is
insufficiently researched. In addition, it is valuable in terms of studying the public sphere related

issues in Georgia as nowadays it is crucial to consider the impact of social media in this regard.

Keywords: Social Media, Facebook, Anonymity, Identity and self-expression, Privacy and

Intimacy, Public Sphere, Context Collapse



