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Abstract

Crime, as an integral theme of the literary text, existed in the literature centuries ago and it is also
relevant in postmodernist writings. The study of American novels of the second half of the 20th
century using the methods comparison and analysis allows us to identify the peculiarities of
criminal acts. The aim of my dissertation is to describe the social aspects of crime, and analyze the
relationship between the author and criminal, based on the novels written by Chuck Palahniuk’s
‘Fight Club’, Paul Auster’s ‘Oracle Night’ and ‘the New York Trilogy’. Before that, I will review
the characteristics of the modernism and postmodernism era, as well as the attributes of the

consumer society which contribute the original style of crime in postmodernist novels.

According to the study, the difference between postmodernist writings built on the concept of
crime and other literary texts became eminent, revealing patterns of social perception of criminal
histories, which on the other hand, confirmed the value of researching the social aspects of crime
in postmodernist novels. This means that other writings of American postmodernist literature can
be easily selected as research material, which may be the starting point for making important and

valuable findings in the future.



Postmodernist novels aim to understand internal structure of postmodern/postindustrial epoch’s
society. Logic of this society differs from the arangment rule of the traditional and
modern/industrial epoch’s society. The place of the person in this society is defined with the
criterion of consumerism and the deviation from the society’s arranged rules might not be
percepted as the break of this rules, while a person externally defences socium’s artificial wellness.
At the same time, beyond this wellness, a person might choose deviant behavior to feel a real life,
which can cause him selfdestruction. Accordingly, with the help of producing analytical position
for the person’s behavior and arrangement of society, postmodern author tries to see a risk of

destruction.

Keywords: postmodernism, literary works, crime, criminal history, social perception, social accents.
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