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Abstract

In Georgia and Moldova, as in post-Soviet, transitional democracies, the study of
political clientelism is a rich and unexplored field. Political clientelism, that is, the offering of
tangible or intangible benefits to voters in order for political parties to receive electoral votes,
is one of the hallmarks of an unsustainable democracy. In particular, political parties are
heterogeneous in nature. Consequently, their use of clientelism may be explained by different
reasons (eg quality of performance, source of income, territorial coverage). Each case of
clientelistic practice differs from country to country, as cultural peculiarities play a rather large
role in this event. On February 24, 2022, the Russian Federation launched a full-scale military
aggression against Ukraine, thus accelerating the process of integration of the "Associated Trio"
into the European Union. Consequently, the issue of European integration, in particular the
enlargement of the European Union to the east, has become topical in the academic space as
well. To study the impact of political clientelism on European integration, a comparative case
study is used on the example of Georgia and Moldova. The experts survey used to obtain the
data was conducted in July-June this year. In Georgia, data were collected on 7 parliamentary

political parties, and in Moldova - on 4.
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