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Abstract

A significant objective of the Master thesis "Christians of the Far East in Marco Polo’s work"
is to study the icon of Christian Asia in an important source of the thirteenth century,
known by two different names: "On the diversity of the world" and "The million".The
former is the French version of the title of the work, while the latter is the Italian
version.The text was recorded in French by Rustichano, who was the prisoner together with
Marco Polo in the Genoa prison.The work is a description of Eastern countries by a Venetian
merchant and a traveler.Specifically, it is description of the lands which was named as terra
incognita for Europeans.It should be noted that the translation of the book into Georgian
facilitated the work on this master thesis. In addition, other primary and secondary sources

were used in the process.

The text is a description of the vast territories of the Mongol Empire, with which the
Venetian merchant, traveler, and khan's gatekeeper Marco Polo had a close connection.He
was the first European to delve deeper of the Mongol Empire and stayed there for a long
time.Consequently, a significant part of the perceptions of Asia in medieval Europe were
created by Marco Polo.This circumstance intrigued me and motivated me to study this

source more deeply and to connect it with my field of interest - religions.

The aim of the paper is to studyChristian groups living in Asia in the era of Marco Polo, to
explore who they were and what place they occupied in the religiously colored mosaic of
the Mongol Empire, although this is not the main purpose of the paper.The main goal is to
describe how Europe saw the Christians living in the Far East, what views they generally
had about Christian Asia, what challenges and perspectives they saw in them, what
opportunities did different categories of the European population (politicians, clergy,

merchants) see.

In addition, the paper discusses some features of the Middle Ages, the geopolitical situation

at the time, religious denominations living in the area and certain features of the Mongolian



area, without which it would be difficult to convey the context of the epoch, therefore the

paper could not be complete.

I think the paper will be interesting for people who are attracted by the history and religions
of the Mongol Empire. It will assist them to look at the past again from scratch and will

enthuse them to explore this epoch in more depth.

Keywords: Marco Polo; Kubilai Khan; Borjigin; Mongol Empire; Miaphysitism;
Nestorianism; Far East; China; India; Genghis Khan; The horde of the great khan; Ilkhanate;

Catholicism; Pope Innocent IV; Louis IX of France, Golden Horde.
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