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Tetracapsuloides bryosalmonae and Mpyxobolus cerebralis are myxozoan parasites of
salmon species and belong to phylum Cnidaria. Due to high mortality rates, the infection caused
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by them is a serious problem threatening both wild and commercial farm populations of salmonids
in Europe and America. Despite the significant decrease in the number of wild trout populations
in Georgia over the last decades and the increasing rate of commercial production of salmon, the
study of fish pathogens in the country is practically non-existent. Every year, the losses caused by
fish mortality in commercial farms are quite large and pathogens that have a significant impact

on the dynamics of salmon populations in Georgia are unknown.

As part of the research, samples of both intermediate hosts fish (salmonids from farms and
wild populations) and final hosts (Bryozoa/Oligochaeta) were tested for target pathogen detection

using molecular methods.

Keywords: Myxozoan pathogens, Salmonids, Bryozoa, Oligochaeta.



