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Abstract 

 

Nowadays, prejudice is one of the most interesting and important issues that has great interest of 

researchers.  Factors such as racism, sexism, discrimination, stereotypes about different groups 

and people, can be considered as "products" of prejudice.  There are differences of opinion about 

its causes, consequences and ways of prevention.  One of the central theories that focuses on 

ways to reduce prejudice is the Gordon Allport contact hypothesis, the essence of which is that 

frequent and equal-status contact with outside groups may lead to a decrease in the level of 

prejudice.  Studies also show that the experience of studying and living abroad has a positive 

effect on reducing the level of prejudice, which is due to the fact that students who study abroad 

have frequent contact with members of the external group.  In the present study, data were 

collected from 102 respondents and processed using correlation and quasi-experimental design.  

It was attended by Georgian students living in both Georgia and abroad, and aimed to determine 

whether frequent contact with homosexuals, Catholics, and Muslims was related to the level of 

prejudice between students living abroad and in Georgia.  Based on data analysis, a correlation 

was found between prejudice and contact frequency for all three groups.  Differences in the 

level of prejudice between students living in Georgia and abroad were also identified in the case 

of two groups of Muslims and homosexuals.  There were no statistically significant differences 

between groups in relation to Catholics.  Finally, it was found that the levels of prejudice against 

different external groups differ from one another. 
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