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Abstract

In the UK, the witch archetype has been undergoing a transformation over the centuries. The
history of its origins is obscure and ambivalent, although we can say that during the
development of ancient ritual festivals, the supernatural and the magical were not persecuted,
unlike the Middle Ages, when any kind of magic, whether directed for good or for evil, was

considered diabolical.

I will discuss the ancient Celtic ritual year, the representation of the goddess in the British
Isles, and King James I's "Daemonologie”, and will show the beliefs and worldviews of the
pagan Celts and the Middle Ages British, as well as how the image of the witch in the British

context was formed.

The aim of the thesis is to follow the development of the witch archetype in the British Isles

and to discuss the possible connection between the witch and the goddess.
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