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Abstract 

The paper discusses the syntactic and lexical ambiguity of online article titles and texts on the 

example of news published on CNN and BBC websites. The main features and peculiarities are 

marked out in the context of newspaper discourse. 

By analysing news articles, the aim of the paper is to reveal the ambiguity in electronic news 

and the problems related to its perception, which, in some cases, is a problematic issue for the 

reader. 

The paper draws on Charles William Kreidler's theory about syntactic and lexical ambiguity, 

in the context of which electronic news published on the BBC and CNN websites are discussed. 

For clarity, examples are given from both the titles of the articles and the main texts. 

The relevance of the research is determined by public  interest in news articles, as well as the 

need to further study the rhetorical and linguistic features of  the news and the nature of 

ambiguities they may contain. 

The analysis revealed the semantic, syntactic and pragmatic aspects of various types of 

ambiguity found in online news articles. It also outlines the reasons of the ambiguities and 

their possible interpretations, as well as the journalistic intention behind it.  

Keywords: news, media discourse, lexical ambiguity, syntactic ambiguity, news style. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


