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Abstract

Sexual orientation and gender identity issues continue to be pathologized in Georgia. The majority
of the population exhibits homophobic and transphobic sentiments, therefore members of the
LGBT community face discrimination in virtually every aspect of public life. Since the nation
lacks clinical guidelines for transgender-specific healthcare and gender identity state does not
place a high priority on preserving the legal standing of the LGBT community or fostering a
climate of equality and safety for them. Under these circumstances, administrative authorities and
general courts define gender reassignment surgery - in other words sterilization, as a prerequisite
for changing the gender record. None of the state's laws in force clearly define the procedure for
changing the gender record in official documents. The aim of the study was to pinpoint the issues
with Georgia's legal recognition of gender identity and explain why those issues must be resolved.
The study's findings showed that the situation has not changed despite the repeated claims made
by UN independent experts, non-governmental organisations, and the Georgian Ombudsman that
the current methods of gender identity recognition in Georgia and the demand for sterilisation
violate the fundamental rights of transgender people and run counter to global standards for the
protection of human rights. National courts either fail to provide any justification for their
judgements, by which they reject transgender people's requests to modify their gender records,
or they utilize imprecise, rights-infringing definitions that encourage harmful behaviors and

uphold prejudices against the LGBT+ population.

Key words: gender identity, legal acceptance of gender identity, transgender healthcare.



