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Abstract

In the century of development of modern mass communications, the world faced various
advantages and challenges. Media, as a social and living institution, plays a significant role both
in directing and forming of political processes, and in daily attitudes of society and the formation
of their consciousness; moreover, the media significantly contributes to informationally updated,

well informed decision-making processes.

The purpose of the below research is to discuss and define the role of the media as the fourth
power and democratic institution, its significance, purpose and essence in the modern world.
Furthermore, the topic of the research is to study the influence of the media on public awareness

and the establishment or maintenance of democracy.

In the course of the research process, the influence of the media in the formation of political
processes and agenda was "revealed", especially during the pre-election period, since the media,
as a democratic institution, plays a significant role in the formation and establishment of a

pluralistic society and a legal state.

The below research analyses and summarizes the subject of relevance of media as a democratic
institution and a remarkable participant in political processes as well as the alternative ways of
addressing the deficiencies that exist in practice. The research analysis outlined and exposed the
influence of media on society, dictated by political interests, especially during the pre-election
period. Based on the importance/relevance and specificity of the subject, it is important and even
necessary to bring the media into the frameworks of democratic standards, protect and develop it
based on the essence of freedom of expression; since there is a substantial danger and high risks
of the targeted use of the media by the government, as a living institution and "weapon", especially
when the media and other informational resources have become more active and almost an

integral part of modern society?.

Research Keywords: freedom of expression, media, democratic institution, influence of media.
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