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Abstract

The study has assessed the attitude of local population towards the use and management of
Emerald Network Sites in Samegrelo Region based on the example of Emerald Network
Candidate Site - Samegrelo GE0000021. Within the research, I did an overview of the
literature and Emerald Network processes in Georgia. In order to study the attitude of local
communities, we have interviewed the local population nearby Samegrelo Emerald

Network area.

Based on the result of the questionnaires as well as interview notes, I have assessed their
perception about Emerald Network and environmental challenges in this area, the profit
they get/will get from the Emerald Network territory and their readiness to be involved in

the Emerald Network development and management.

Despite the fact that most of the population does not have information about Emerald
Network, they have sufficient knowledge on the local environmental problems. The
majority of the interviewed population has at least one type of benefit from the Emerald
Network area as well as future plans to increase this profit. It should be highlighted that
the vast majority has expressed their readiness to be not only involved in the management
of the Emerald Network site, but instead to take a leading role in its management.
Protection of the local biodiversity was identified as the main motivation of their
willingness to be part of the Emerald Network management.

Key Words: Emerald Network, Local Population, Involvement/participation of Local
Population
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