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Abstract

Our goal was to study the use of habitats by Canidae and other predators in Chachuna managed

reserve and to identify the factors that may affect their spatial and temporal distribution.

The research has shown that in Chachuna reserve and its surroundings, to avoid competition
Canidae predators are allocated in the following way: They either use different habitats or use the

same habitats but at different times.

According to data from wildlife camera traps, from the Canidae family the most frequently
captured and the most active genus was a jackal, which was followed by a wolf, while fox was

captured the most rarely.

Jackals and wolves were captured through all seasons, but the frequency of their capturing was
the highest in spring. The high frequency of capturing during the spring season can be explained

by an abundance of domestic animals, such as cows and sheep.

Wildlife camera traps also captured dogs in the reserve during the spring and autumn seasons.
This can be explained by sheep herds and hunting as dogs are active during day hours when

they’re with humans.

Jackals and wolves were active in the study area for 24 hours a day, although the maximum

activity during the day was observed from 6 pm to 12 am.

The study has shown that the frequency of capturing wolves was highly affected by the proximity
of floodplains, as for jackals the proximity of different habitats didn’t have a significant effect on
the frequency of capturing, but the latter is highly affected by the frequency of a badger
capturing. However, the activity hours for jackals and badgers is different, which means that for

this smaller predator (badger), the best way to avoid the aggression from a mezopredator (jackal),
4



is to arrange its daily activity hours in a way so that it’s not in line with the day-night activity

hours of mesopredators.

The mapping of Canidae capturing frequency has shown that in the habitats and during the
season, when the frequency of capturing wolves is relatively high, jackals aren’t captured at all,

or the frequency of capturing this predator is lower.

Our research showed that Chachuna managed reseve with sirroundings is the suitable territory

for the study intraguild competition.



