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Abstract

In Jewish culture, the ritual impurity of a person can be caused by many external and internal
factors. Period of impurity depended on the reason it was caused. During this period, people were
isolated from society, especially from the temple. One of the sources of ritual impurity is the
female reproductive function. A menstruating female and anyone or anything she touched were
considered ritually uncleaned. Therefore, during this period a woman had to be separated from
both family and temple. The main sources of ritual impurity of women were menstruation,

abnormal and postpartum uterine bleeding.

In Christian culture, a woman's reproductive function has also become the cause of her ritual
impurity. Just as in Jewish culture, in Christian culture menstruating women and postpartum
women are forbidden to touch shrines. According to Church rules, women are not permitted to
enter the temples until forty days after delivery. On the fortieth day, the priest must read a special
permissive prayer over her "Churching of the woman". These prayers for the first time included
an expression of gratitude and joy to God. Later, the language of impurity was added to the

prayers.



The idea of ritual impurity of a woman in Judeo-Christian culture, the similarity of the period of
impurity, and the prohibitions to which women in both cultures are subjected, are also relevant
in Georgia. The purpose of this paper is to answer the following questions: What is the idea of
ritual impurity of a woman in Judeo-Christian culture? What do purification prayers mean? What
are the views of our modern clergy and women towards this ritual practice? How does Georgian

folklore reflect the idea of ritual impurity of women?

Key words: religion, Judeo-Christian culture, gender, ritual purification of a woman, purification

prayers, Georgian folklore.
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