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Abstract

This paper proposes a framework for examining the personalization of politics, a subject of ongoing
scholarly interest. Personalization is as old as politics itself. It is concerned with the nature and
scope of power held by officials and their entourage, as well as the extent to which these variables

can be altered by positive institutional impact.

Preceded by a post-communist (post-Soviet) era, Georgia's democratic experience is rather
immature. The adoption of a parliamentary system in place of presidential governance promised
to have a positive influence on the state’s role and function. Recent political changes, however,
have hitherto failed to reinforce Georgia's democratic institutions or reverse personality ideology

in politics.

The study suggests that positive expectations for the strengthening of Georgia's democratic
institutions turned out illusory. Fundamental issues remain unresolved, including the principles of
power-sharing and institutional independence. At both the party and bureaucratic levels, power

remains concentrated in the hands of a few.
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