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Abstract

The main aim of this master's thesis, "The Fourth Crusade and the Republic of Venice in the
Chronicle of Robert de Clari", is to study the important source, which is the story of the capture
of Constantinople written by a ordinary knight. The text is original, it does not appear to have
been commissioned by anyone. The translation of this text into Georgian made it easier to work
on this topic, as before it was only available in French and Picard language. We also worked on

other primary and secondary sources, which allowed us to draw some conclusions.

The text narrates the story of the Fourth Crusade, which deviated from its original purpose and
created a completely different course of development for the world history. This aroused our
interest to work on the source created by the participant of crusade. This source shows the
progress of the crusade from the point of view of an ordinary knight. Although author makes

chronological and factual errors, this source is essential for world historiography.

In addition, the paper discusses the interests, ambitions of the different parties, and the possible
reasons to why the Fourth Crusade resulted in the conquest of the largest Christian city instead
of liberating the Holy Land. The interests, attitudes and expectations of all parties are discussed

and presented.

The paper also discusses the following issues: the reasons for the Crusade; History, role and
ambitions of Venice; The desires and standpoint of the Church of Rome; The ambitions of the

military aristocracy. We also talk about the socio-economic situation of the European population.

paper will be interesting for those interested in the Fourth Crusade. It will provide the reader

with the general idea of the Fourth Crusade and help them draw conclusions.



The key words: Robert de Clari; Constantinople; The Fourth Crusade; Pope Innocent III; Doge;
Enrico Dandolo; Venice; Marquis Boniface Monferrato; Isaac II; Alexios III; Alexios IV, Alexios

V (Mourtzouphlos).
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