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Abstract

The Master’s thesis is on a topic related to the attempt of representation merchant’s role in
Georgian and European traditions. I intend to discuss merchant’s way of thinking, their

everyday lives, roles, functions, and the attitude of the church and society towards them.

I have tried to show the common and distinctive features of Georgian and European merchants

by using method of comparative analysis based on the foreign and scientific literature.

Merchant class occurred to be influential part of medieval society. The European society
together with the Catholic Church had rigorous and intolerable attitude toward merchant’s
practices, whereas Georgian merchants were able to be a judge, to hold high-ranking positions

of authority or to be persons close to the royal family.

The results of the study contribute to deeply analyse merchant’s way of thinking and their

everyday lives. My thesis must be fascinating for those interested in history.

Key words: merchant; caravan owners; the guild of merchants; Zankan Zorababeli; Qutlu-
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