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Abstract

In the modern world, the tourism industry and aviation are interrelated fields. The
development of air transport is an indicator of economic prosperity and increased tourism for
any country. This issue is relevant for our country, because Georgia’s geopolitical location and
resources in the aviation sector have great potential to strengthen the tourism sector.

The aim of this study is to highlight and clearly present the role and importance of aviation
transport in tourism, how it will contribute to the development of the Georgian tourism and
increase the flow of international visitors. Therefore, secondary and qualitative research was
conducted to correctly determine the purpose. The main sources of research are scientific
papers of Georgian and foreign authors, publications, materials published by organizations in
the field of aviation and tourism. Also, the research material is enriched with government
statistics. As for the qualitative research, in-depth interview was conducted with important
tourism and aviation organizations, operating in Georgia. The research reveals the stages of
aviation transport development in the world and in Georgia; The state of modern transport
and the challenges of tourism; Georgian resources in the aviation sector, the state of world and
Georgian aviation business during the Covid-19 period; Impact of aviation obstacles and
facilitators on the Georgian tourism industry and the country's opportunities to the existing
issue. The paper discusses the situation in Georgia according to the data of 2015-2020 and in
the world in 2012-2020, as in both cases there is a significant increase in revenues and tourists.
In addition, the research methodology presented the attendant difficulties of the process.

The study revealed, that free traffic between the countries, improvement of airports, existence
of preferential travel packages is important for the promotion of tourism. The results show the
positive impact of the aviation sector on the growth of passenger traffic. However, there are
detrimental exceptions, such as Russia's action to close the airspace, or Covid-19. The study
identified a number of problems, such as: lack of cheap airlines in the Georgian air market,
high ticket prices, contracts in the aviation and those important issues that hinder the

development of tourism in the country.



As a conclusion, the results of the research are summarized, recommendations are presented
on how tourism can be promoted by developing air transport. Outlined are Ways of solving
existing problems and prospects for further development.

Key-words: air transport, tourism challenges, visa liberalization, international visitors.
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