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Abstract

The existence of social movements represents an important component of a democratic country.
From the modern social movements in Georgia, we chose the “Shame Movement” and the events
of “Gavrilov’s Night” for our research topic. The aim of our study was to find out, how the

communication strategies of this particular movement influenced the formation of public opinion.

The main goal of our study was to determine, on the one hand, correct findings in communication
and on the other, the non-effective strategies, which conditioned the engagement level of the
people. For this purpose, we held in-depth interviews with organizers of the “Shame Movement”.
Also, we formed focus groups consisting of young people, who were actively informed about
protests of the movement. On the one hand, we had a group of young people, who were engaged
in demonstrations, and on the other, we had a team of young adults who were just getting news

about the process but were not actively engaged in these demonstrations.

The study has shown that correct messages and positive communication enable the growth of
social empathy and consequently, conditions their engagement in social protests and
demonstrations. Despite that, the responses of the “Shame Movement” to the current problems in
the country and their values collided with the views and values of the majority of the society.
However, their association with certain political parties turned out to be a crucial factor for the

part of the society, which did not take part in the protests.

Based on our findings, we were able to make an assumption that the OSOR model that are

effective for foreign social activists, are not effective for Georgian social activism.

Keywords: Social Movement, Activism, “Shame Movement”, Gavrilov’s Night, Communication,

Demonstrations, Protest
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