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Representation in English Proverbs

A b s t r a c t

The paper aims to reveal the peculiarities of the British national character through the

interdisciplinary, complex study of English proverbs as the most relevant lingual source em-

bodying ethno-psychological and cultural traits of "Britishness". The research was carried out

on the material of 462 proverbs with the help of their semantic, associative and axiological

interpretation, as well as their quantitative analysis, that enabled us not only to reveal iden-

tifying features of the national character, but determine their relevance as well. This helped

us present the British national character as a conceptual hierarchical system that finds its

verbal manifestation in the paremiological system of the English language.

The research was performed by three stages. The first, initial stage of analysis revealed

19 thematic-semantic groups of "Britishness" represented by the corresponding number of

proverbs. At the second stage, the research showed that the linguo-conceptual modelling of

British national identity is characterized by associative-semantic relationships among its con-

stituents, when one or several of them can be modified wholly or partly by a semantically

wider conceptual group, the latter integrating the former within its structure. Thus, the 19

thematic-semantic groups, representing the British character, were integrated into 10 the-

matic-conceptual micro-systems of English proverbs. At the final stage, we were able to iden-

tify the essential features of "Englishness" that serve as organizing kernel of the linguo-

conceptual hierarchical system of British national character, as represented in the corpus of

proverbs. It was stated, that the kernel of this system is formed by the conceptual triad "RE-

SERVE" − "GENTLEMANLINESS" − "ORDERLINESS", while the peripheries are represented

by such ethnically marked conceptual-thematic groups as "pragmatism", "social classiness",

"vigorousness",  "traditionalism", "privacy" and "love of freedom".


