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Abstract

The birth of the Internet has brought along a new language and a new style of talking, which is
unlike any other language that existed before. This is not really a written or a spoken language,
but it has qualities of the both. It can even be called the written speech. The language of the
Internet and video games is a new medium and, accordingly, it deserves to be the subject of
thorough study; especially, considering the fact, that video games help develop many different
skills, like learning a foreign language, decision-making, logical thinking, quick reaction and

socializing.

This paper examines one aspect of the language of video games — the use of polite and impolite
language, which in its turn increases or reduces toxicity and solidarity among gamers. Based on
the theories of different scholars, the paper presents the unified system of toxicity and solidarity
strategies and determines their hierarchical interrelations. Additionally, the results have shown,

that the amount of toxicity and solidarity is determined by the type of a video game.

Keywords: the language of the Internet, the language of video games, toxicity, impoliteness,
politeness, spamming, trolling, trash-talk, griefing, raging, flaming, cyberbullying, sexism, hate
speech, World of Warcfart, League of Legends, MMORPG, MOBA, synchronous computer-
mediated discourse, asynchronous computer-mediated discourse,



