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Abstract 

 
 This paper studies metaphors of illness, notably, Covid-19 metaphors, in newspaper 

discourse, using English and Georgian news media  as material.  It discusses metaphor from 

different perspectives and makes distinction between the traditional and modern approaches. It 

is emphasized that  while traditionally metaphors have been investigated as poetic  devices with 

various poetic functions, in Cognitve Linguistics, it is usually treated not only as something 

characteristic of language alone, but as a conceptual device, a part of human cognition -  pervasive 

in human thought and action.  Drawing on the theories of cognitive linguistics, notably, those of 

Lakoff and Johnson (1980), the paper   demonstrates the power and influence of metaphors of 

illness on society - the ways their use enables journalists, politicians and doctors to manage the 

difficult situation of today’s pandemic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


