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Abstract 

Political interview occupies an important place in broadcast journalism and political 

communication. It is characterized by growing aggression and impolite communication, which  

is explained by media language researchers, on the one hand, by TV and radio channels being 

more focused on formats more attractive to a wider audience and, on the other hand, by the 

hidden power struggle between journalists and politicians, accompanied by impolite interaction. 

This master thesis examines impoliteness strategies used by journalists to exercise power in 

English-language political interviews by answering the following research questions: Which 

impolite strategies do journalists use to exercise power in a political interview? How is the 

connection between the impolite strategies used by journalists and the exercise of power 

revealed? To this purpose, the qualitative approach has been employed, namely, 7 English (4 

British and 3 American channels) political interviews have been analyzed. In the analyzed texts 

impoliteness cases were identified according to Bousefild’s (2008) definition which sees 

impoliteness as the unmitigated intentional face-threatening act performed by the speaker and 

understood by the receiver. Identified cases were grouped according to Culpeper’s (1996) 

impoliteness strategies and output strategies. To reveal the exercise of power through the use of 

impoliteness strategies, Wartenbergs’  (1990) approach was taken that the exercise of power is 

revealed through the strategic constraining of action environment. 

The analysis has revealed that journalists exercise power through the use of various 

impoliteness strategies: bold-on-record, positive and negative impoliteness strategies and 

sarcasm. Cases of withheld politeness and off-record impoliteness were not revealed. The 

exercise of power by journalists was manifested by the restriction of the respondent's action 

environment. 

Key words: Impoliteness, impoliteness strategies, power, the exercise of power, face 

threatening act. 

  

  


