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Abstract 

 

The thesis deals with the issue of the use of vulgarisms in fiction based on the two works 

“The Catcher in the Rye” and “A Perfect Day for Bananafish” penned by an American author Jerome 

David Salinger. Furthermore, we endeavor to manifest the significance and function of various forms 

of vulgarisms and the way they are distinct from their use in everyday discourse. Most importantly, 

the paper examines how vulgar language is employed by characters in a work of fiction. We present 

the frequency of usage of vulgar words in character’s speech. 

Having the aforementioned in mind the thesis presents and analyzes the examples of vulgar 

language in the two literary works named above. In addition, we incorporate snippets from other 

fiction and poems which contain non-standard, informal, or vulgar language.  

After investigating the topic of the research paper, it was revealed that vulgarisms, slangs, 

colloquialisms and taboo words play a crucial role in written texts as well as in everyday 

conversation. These lexical units have a firmly established place and function in English language 

and expose many aspects with regard to a speaker’s character traits, personality, social class and 

background together with their education level and cultural development. Moreover, taboos in a 

given language reflect long standing fears and reservations within a society. The paper demonstrates 

a complex nature of such words and phrases, further indicating to their position in relation to a 

standard, polished language. 
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