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Imagination is more important than knowledge, as knowledge is limit-
ed, while imagination embraces entire world, stimulates progress and
gives birth to evolution. To be more strict creative imagination marks real

advances in science
ALBERT EINSTEIN

What is imagination?

H uman relies on perception, mem-
ory and thinking data in the pro-
cess of every activity. We percept things,
recall the events of the past, set the con-
nections between them, and cause-ef-
fect relations. However, human’s work,
activity, studying, creative work frequent-
ly requires imagining of such events that
are not given in the past or in the present,
i.e. it becomes necessary to imagine
things that one hasn’t experienced. “A
special characteristic of a human is that
his/her behaviour is not limited with the
narrow area of reality that is given in the
present and past. Human breaks given
limitations and creates new reality. Imag-
ination or fantasy enable human to act
so... By means of imagination we start
to imagine new contents, we create new
conceptions that aim not to reflect given
objective reality, but to broaden its bor-
ders” (Uznadze, 1940).

Sometimes our fantasy is weak, dull
and cannot cross the borders of exist-
ing reality. For instance, we are often
faced with choice: Do | have enough
money for a taxi or I should take a bus?

- Am | dressed correspondingly for the
meeting? And etc,

D. Uznadze calis the first question a
peoductive imagination, while the sec-
ond one passive imagination.
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Therefore, as L. Vigodski notes,
imagination, fantasy, is a part of our
everyday lives, no matter we want this
or not. In this case, we are dealing with
accidental action or passive fantasy (Vi-
godski 1987).

S. Rubinstein reckons that “Trans-
formation of a reality into imagination
is not its pure changing, it has own log-
ical ways that are expressed in typical
ways and rules of transformation” (Ru-
binstein, 2009). He reckons combining
as one of such ways - combination of
data in new, rather extraordinary mix-
tures. For instance, portrait of some lit-
erary character is created by unifica-
tion of separate features. Characteris-
tics of a personage are combined: from
legends, from the nature of some ex-
emplary person.

Essence of imaginative
studying

For understanding essence of imag-
inative studying, it is necessary to de-
fine the reasons of imagination. Why a
human breaks through the given bor-
ders of perception and memory when
our life is passing in the given reality?

The answer to this question gives a
rise to biological-economic category —
need. “Objective reality is existing inde-
pendently, it has its own sirict regulari-
ty, that doesn’t constder our needs and

desires and quite often our desires re-
main unfulfilled. In such case, subject
reveals an impulse, in if existing reality
doesn’t. satisfy his needs, to create such
reality that ensures fulfilment of his de-
sires... Unsatisfied need causes activa-
tion of imagination.” (Uznadze, 1940).

In case of perception and memory,
outer space, reality is given a priori and
plays decisive role.

In case of imagination human is sub-
ject with a priori given, defined abilities.
“Object reality defines subject in case of
perception and memory, while in case
of fantasy it is on contrary, subject de-
fines object reality” (Uznadze, 1940).

From the beginning until now, hu-
man’s household activities or the basis
of economy development and progress
was imagination. According to Saras-
vathy, main aim of imagination in an econ-
omy is to create desirable society from
the one that we live in (Sarasvathy, 2006).
Economy is a dynamic process that be-

‘sides rational experience is ruled by so-

cial norms and emotions. Why econo-
mists are studying economy only with
the models of statistical balance and lim-
ited rational assumptions? Economic ac-
tivity is as the function of imagination
and social moods as rational optimiza-
tion of advantages and goods.

Richard Bronk proves that economists
would be able to better model and explain
creative and social aspects of markets by
means of structural assumptions and met-
aphors derived from poetry and philoso-
phy. “Successful entrepreneurship re-
quires much more than just rational anal-
ysis of the markets; in order to handle
opportunities and create new, necessary
goods, equipment, and new strategies en-
trepreneur needs rich imagination. He
needs self-confidence and striving for vic-
tory. It is not surprising that best entre-
preneur often resembles characters of
Byron - self-confident and proud — in-
stead of lifeless “economic human” de-
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scribed in the handbooks (Bronk, 2009).

Economics is establishing a group
of various economic indicators and then
according to them economists are try-
ing to measure economic activities. Eco-
nomic activity, on its behalf is based on
our perception of welfare. “Estimation
1s expectation, while expectation — imag-
ination” (Shackle, 1972).

Imaginative studying of economics

should be based on above mentionzd as-
sumptions. Imaginative studying offers
new understanding of study process that
consists of three-stage study system: chal-
lenge — comprehension —reflexion. “Suc-
cessful education really requires emotional
involvement of a student. Any kind of
knowledge is a human knowledge and it
is a result of human’s hope, fear and de-
termination. In order to bring life knowl-
edge to students we should acquaint them
in the context of people’s hopes, fears and
aspirations. The best instrument for this
aim 1s umagmation” (Egan, 2005).

Considering above mentioned, a
teacher must be able to:

1. Reveal and connect student’s
emotions and notion, as “there are com-
plicated connections between emotions
and imagination™;

2. Bring objective content of the

study materials to the front and repre-
sent it by means of economic task, sit-
uation or tests that quite often are trans-
formed into dialogue, dispute and en-
courage development of imagination;

3. Comprehend and understand the
study materials in such a way that student
to be able to answer following questions:
What have I heard new? How important
will this knowledge might be for me?

Methods of imaginative
teaching of household
economy

Studying of household economy by
means of the mentioned three-stage sys-
tem will be a process full of interesting,
stimulating “discoveries” (Bruner) for
the students.

The basis of imaginative study pro-
cess is a system: 1 — my family — my
country — world. A theme “family econ-
omy” was given special regard, as the
family is the most familiar environment
that is some kind of small model of
real “big” economy”, by means of
which, children first get acquainted with
the economic developments.

We offer several methods that have
been used in the process of studying
the subject “family economy™ :

1. Study-research method implies:

- Discussing of some unfamiliar eco-
nomic event and researching;

- Developing skills of independent
working in the students;

- Writing down main theses from the
theme;

- Presentation of elaborated theme.

2. Playing as some form of imita-
tion {B. Ananov) causes a feeling of
being another person (D. Uznadze). By
means of plays, we can place student
in a role of a mother, father, wife, hus-
band, daughter, son, consumer, busi-
nessman, banker etc. By means of play-
ing these roles student is evaluating eco-
nomic behaviour, values.

3. Imitation as the process of study-
ing without studying is characterized by
the fact that students are given some
information and thcy should make de-
cision in a real situation. Teacher’s role
of a person giving knowledge is quite
limited. Student is becoming direct par-
ticipant of life activities. This is some
kind of preparation for the future life
experience as “in order to develop into
built up adult, child should learn to imag-
ine own future life and to walk toward
this life” (Abbott, 2007). These might
be business plays, case studies, subject-
role plays etc.

4, Economic task. It is very impor-
tant to set an economic task for the
students and let them to solve it. Spe-
cial importance is given the ohject con-
tent of a task, as the student’s atten-
tion should be directed in this direc-
tion. Questions of a task “dictate” to
the student that there are some rules,
norms in an economy that might have
some results, Question becomes an
orienteer in this case. It evolves cog-
nitive interest and gives a direction to
a cognitive activity. Economic tasks
might be used both for challenging stu-
dents, activating their cognitive think-
ing and strengthening and checking
their knowledge.

5. Condition of working with method
“studying by discoveries” (G Bruner) is:

- Clearly developed study subject,
task;
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- Masking some parts of study content;

- Re-appearing of well known topic
during the lesson or gaining knowledge
on the basis of initiative:

- Teacher’s role of a leader-organizer.

Brief outline of a lesson
“Family economy and gender”

Brief description of a lesson:

Despite the fact that beginning from
the times of Adam Smith, family was
considered as main phenomena, much
attention was not paid to it in an eco-
nomic theories up to 1950-ies. Excep-
tion was a model of population’s growth
of Thomas Maltus. Harry Becker and
other scientists by means of microeco-
nomic theory and empirical methods
gave a foundation to modern researches
of family. Among standard aspects of
family researches is a gender distribu-
tion of labour in a family economy and
outside it.

Family economy is using analytical
methods of microeconomics for explain-
ing family behaviour. Its aim is to broad-
en our understanding about resources
and welfare distribution in a family, in-
vesting in children and transfers between
generations, tamily development and de-
struction, interrelation of families and
markets. Non-market relations are essen-
tial in a family economy for family be-
haviour and individual welfare. Family
production makes up one third of GDP
{Gross Domestic Product) even under
the conditions of modern economy.

Every society is characterized by some
degree of gender distribution of labour.
Gradually, such division of paid labour is
even increasing. Gender division can be
found both in a family labour and paid or
unpaid work. Economists are explaining
this division on the basis of fundamental
economic conceptions of labour division
effectiveness and investing in human cap-
ital. Despite this, gender discrimination
might become reason of labour division
either and converse effect of such dis-
crimination complicates finding the rea-
sons of gender division of labour,

introduction for opening of
theme content:

Teacher hands out to students cop-
tes of Curt Vonegut’s allegory: “God
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created the world with plants, animals,
snakes... in the end God created human
and asked him: Do you like what [ have
created?

- Everything’s beautiful, but what’s
the sense of it - answered the man.

- God become astonished, and asked:
does it have to have a sense too?

- Of course! — answered the man.

- Then, 1 let you to find out the sense
of this — said God and disappeared.”

A teacher should show to students
by means of imagination a connection
between allegory and human’s first at-
tempts to create family economy and
lead it. This connection might be shown
by some mathematical formula:

Human + needs + family labour +
economy = welfare

Construction of a lesson

In an introduction of a lesson, teach-
er asks some questions for activating
students. What was the tole of needs in
the development of family economy?
How a human managed to satisfy big
part of needs in a family economy? How
do you understand historical role of a
man and a woman in the managing of
family economy?

Teacher is talking about difficulty of
accomplishing household economic
function. She/he mentions H. Becker’s
(Nobel Prize laureate) understanding of
a family as a “mini factory”.

Imagine a family that is like a small
factory — units with several people
which by using market goods and time
of family members, their knowledge and
skills, produce food, health, skills, chil-
dren and sense of own dignity. This is
an important conception that Harry
Becker studies in his epochal work ded-
icated to family — “Tractate on family”.
Becker assimilates economic theory
with such neat decisions as choosing a
husband or wife and having children or
not. He uses basic economic assump-
tions to analyse time management be-
tween child upbringing and career, mar-
riage or divorce both in polygamous and
monogamous societies; increase and fall
of welfare from generation to genera-
tion. Considering a family from such
perspective gave a foundation to theo-
retical and practical approaches. Beck-

er shows that programs of social wel-
fare have essential influence on resource
distribution among families. For in

stance, social taxes cause reduction off
the resources that children are giving
to their elderly parents. Influence off
these researches is obvious. In the nea

future, family will take important place
in the agenda of social sciences.

Not only social groups and ongoing
interactions in them are given huge im
portance in social relations, but alses
whether a person is taking a role and
what repertoire is connected with this
role, expectations, person’s attitude to-
ward those real interrelations that he
she is involved in. (Nadirashvili, 1975).

Awareness of own role is not enough
for performing family functions, it is nec-
essary to adopt the role, the more it de-]
pends on recognition and perception of tra-|
ditions, definition of rights and obligations,
established ideas, norms, and values.

The right of motherhood, fatherhood
doesn’t exist without obligations and on
the contrary obligations without rights.
If the labour is fairly distributed between
mother and father, this right requires fair
obligation and responsibility from them.
Equal opportunities of women and men,
and women’s involvement in social ac-
tivities and prevalence of moral-physi-
ological values in the family staggers
traditional structure of role of a man and
a woman.

Analysing historical context
of the subject

Versatility of the subject gave us an
opportunity to involve historical themes
in an objective of students’ imagination
and introduce economic and histarical-
ethnical aspects of teenagers’ partici-
pation in family-household activities. By
means of using projection and analogue
methods, students also discussed anoth-
er important issue of a family economy
— gender division of labour, .

At integrated lessons of history and eco-
nomics, students are acquainted with the
materials that reveal teenagers’ positive role
i a family and household activities, tradi-
tional types of family labour and established
practice of labour division by sex.

In order to give a rise to discussion,
extract from Gabriel Labatt’s work
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*Children labour in Georgia” are hand-
ed out to students: “Not every work
done by children belongs to the forms
of the work to be eradicated. In fact,
children’s work might be educationai
and thus done for child’s benefit. For
instance, this might be helping a parent
“in a family labour, by the time when
child has passed minimal age and an
activity does not prevent child’s educa-
tion. Long working days that induces
child to reduce time of studying or leave
the school at all might be considered as
the contrary variant.” (Labatt, 2004).

After comprehending the problem,
students are given following discussion
questions:

l. In your opinion, which type of
child labour belongs to the forms that
should be eradicated? Ground the answer.

2. How do you understand G. Lab-
att’s words “Children’s labour might be
educational”? Give an example from
your life experience or by imagination
and ground its educational importance,

3. Do you help parents in family activ-
ities? In case of positive answer, describe
your activity and ground its importance or
economy of your family. In case of nega-
tive answer, explain the reason.

Teacher is giving a direction by pro-
viding students with additional information,
so that it would be easy to answer the ques-
tions for them. Teacher hands out work-
ing papers that briefly review traditions of
family economic activities and its role,

Working paper

Children’s participation in a family
cconomy in Georgia, mainly takes place
in family plots or workshops. Part of the
children living in Georgian villages is ac-
tively involved in family’s economic ac-
tivities, Helping the parents while work-
ing in vegetable garden or feeding domestic
animals is a usual occasion for them. El-
der teenagers participate in non-cconom-
ical activities either, such as tidying up the
house, preparing meals, looking afier eld-
erly family members or young children.

By citing examples of modern and past
life, students assume that from early ages
{5-6 years) children were accustomed to
labour lightly and imperceptibly, so that

they did not feel tiredness. Teenagers had
to live in such environment where every-
body was working and their education
through work was done naturally. The
work that they were doing aroused sense
of responsibility in them, from the very
early ages children get used to serious per-
ception of life and learned habits and meth-
ods of adult people.

Girls mostly were helping mother in
family activities. Their function was ti-
dying up the house, washing the dish-
¢s, helping mother in preparation of the
meals. They were learning various nee-
dlework from early ages — they could
sew, knit, embroider.

Boys were mostly got used to such
activities as looking after the cattle; boys
were main assistants for father in land
cultivation and yielding.

Household traditions and peculiari-
ties of living were influencing teenag-
ers mind, encouraging gaining of house-
hold knowledge and perception of sur-
rounding nature.

Tusheti is a mountainous region of
Georgia. Main field of houschold in Tush-
eti was a sheep breeding, “As the sheep
breeding was developing in Tusheti, it was
considered as popular activity, Every man
who had the strength should have been in
sheep farm. Young pcople were taught of
sheep breeding, watching after sheep’s
direction, places for rest and drinking of
water, milk, fleece, cheese making etc
from childhood. Children were taught
various folk methods of treatment and
other customs and traditions... Tushs
were proud with their craftsmanship in
sheep breeding. Those who did not want
to work in this common activity were be-
coming objects of mockery and nobody
would marry a young womnan to such a
“loser”... (Gamkhreidze, 1993).

It is nimportant to acquaint students
with traditions and today established prac-
tice of labour division by gender when
discussing family economy. Students
should understand role of women and
man in a family and express their posi-
tion. Students are familiarized with eth-
nographic materials, according to which:

Cultivation works that require phys-

ical strength such as digging, hoeing,
fencing the plots were considered as
man’s responsibility... but somehow
women were participating in these
works too, they were helping husbands
in the works on the plot.

Division of labour among women was
done according to age groups. Middle-
aged women were participating in culti-
vation works, while elderly women were
taking care of meal preparation and house
cleaning. Girls were helping in upbring-
ing of small brothers and sisters.

Needlework was one of the impor-
tant types of family labour. Women were
processing wool and silk textiles. Sew-
ing and knitting were important parts of
needlework. Embroidering was also pop-
ular needlework for women. Mainly girls
were embroidering and young women
to be married were standing in beauty
with these handmade accessories.

Pottery has a long history in Geor-
gia. Traditionally men were potters
mainly, but women’s work was often
used also. “Women and children were
picking out clay out of stones and then
moistening it with water. They were
kneading the clay with feet and flatting
it... * (Chelebadze, 2005).

Women had distinguished function
in cattle breeding and poulitry produc-
tion, If sheep breeding was considered
as men’s job, feeding and watering of
animals, milking and cheese production
was considered as women's obligation.

In the final phase of the lesson, students
are divided into two groups and develop own
positions on the following issues:

I. What are the similarities and dif-
ferences between traditional and mod-
ern ways of keeping family economy?

2. How fair are age and sex division
of labour in traditional and modern mod-
els of a family household?

3. Historians are proving by the ex-
ample boys’ education through work in
Tusheti that determining role in devel-
opment of their consciousness and skills
was playing household traditions of this
region (sheep breeding). Think of an
example that proves or negates this as-
sumption,
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Conclusion

Discussion among the students on
the above stated themes revealed:

1. Exploitation of children and wom-
en is alien in Georgia historically. Child
might participate in a family labour, but
not in such amount that would hinder
child’s physical or intellectual develop-
ment. This tradition is kept even nowa-
days. Exceptions are the cases when
teenagers are induces to drop studies
to support the family. Such cases are
result of economic poverty that many
families suffer of over the years.

2. Children’s living conditions are not
homogeneous. A child living in a city
might not even need to be involved in ag-
ricultural activities, Parents’ occupation is
playing a decisive role either. In villages
where families have plot, vegetable gar-
den, domestic animals and so on, teenag-
er is actively involved in agricultural ac-
tivitics, Family activities are taking differ-
ent character in cities, they mainly com-
prise of preparation for winter, supplying
provisions and their preserving.

3. Differential definition of man’s and
woman’s roles in a family household is
still preserved. Majority of students reck-
on this differentiation as logical, they con-
sider it defined by so-called natural cir-
cumstances such as physical strength -
for men and physiological mission of ma-
ternity for women, This defines differ-
ent functions and obligations in a family:
man - keeper of family; woman - house-
wife and a person taking care of chil-
dren. However, students agree that such
differentiation of roles in a family and
barriers between separated obligations
become more conditional.

Teacher sums up the discussion: Ac-
cording to Harry Becker, the most famous
researcher of a family economy, the most
wide spread division of labour in a family
is the following: traditionally, women
spend major part of their time on chil-
dren’s education and other family activi-
ties, while men are hunting, fighting, cul-
tivating land and are involved in other
“raarket” activities. Differentiated division
ol obligations in a family is partially de-
‘ined by biological ditferences, and par-
trally by different experiences and differ-
ent investment made in human capital.
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Specialization in time management and
human capital saving in a family would
have been identical even if the family
members were biologically identical; Bio-
logical differences might even weaken the
level of specialization. As the married
woman is specialized in children upbring-
ing and family activities, she needs a long-
term contract from husband in order to
protect herself from desert of a family by
him and other worries. Essentially every
society has elaborated a long-term pro-
tection for married women - this is a mar-
riage (Becker, 1991). However, due to ver-
satility and complicity of family relations
even marriage might not be a protection.
It is important that man and woman to
realize own role in a family and responsi-
bilities and obligations connected with it.
If a man is well bred he will help woman
in family activities and woman on her part
will be grateful. In this case, both of them
will understand that family labour is a
mean of expressing care and love; in this
way they will successfully overcome dif-
ficulties connected with this labour,

Assessment

In this part of the lesson we can use
traditional methods - guestion and an-
swer, summing up and so on. However,
we reckon that it would be beneficial to:

- Hand out the papers with the infor-
mation about experiment conducted by
Swedish psychologist Margaret Radholm
and ask them to express their opinion.

Swedish psychologist Margaret Rad-
holm conducted the following experi-
ment: Women in their fifth month of
pregnancy were listening to voices of
several men. One of the voices was fa-
ther’s voice. Unborn fetuses were rec-
ognizing father’s voice and reacting -
heartbeats were becoming frequent and
fetus was starting to move. Several fe-
tuses were noticed that had no reaction
on father’s voice and it appeared that
fathers were not showing caress to
them.

After bomn of the children, research
was continued on 45 children. Fathers
of 16 children were asked only to watch
their newborns, while others were al-
lowed to take in hands, show caress,
and talk to their children.

Psychologist was observing children
at home. Father’s and child’s reiation was
recorded on a video. It appeared that fa-
thers who had direct contact with their
newborns, in comparison with the fathers
who only observed their children, were
more sensitive in relations with them, they
were more caress, they were harrying to
come back home after working day.

After acquainting with these materi-
als, children’s answer to the teacher’s
question: how this experiment changes
traditional notion of mother’s and fa-
ther’s role in child’s upbringing, stu-
dents agree that child’s upbringing, tak-
ing care of his health and education is
equal obligations for parents. However,
arguments are caused by the forms of
parents’ participation in the process of
children’s upbringing. Part of the stu-
dents reckons that dropping a bound-
ary between their functions is unaccept-
able. Another part suggests that role of
the parents in child’s upbringing should
be differentiated. For instance, mother
feeds, clothes child and takes care of
her/his personal hygiene, while father
walks, teaches children, especially boys,
so-called *man activities”, father financ-
es children’s education and rest.

In the end of the lesson, students
are given a homewark “independent
work™ - they should write about nature
of family labour and reasonabilities,

Conclusion

Structure of society is a complicated
net of social roles and statuses. Human's
status in a society strongly depends on a
family. People need to have such status
and motivation of taking some role. Fam-
ity is an environment where human is
realizing oneself by performing sone
specific family role. Teenagers see first
examples of equal rights of women and
men in a family. Therefore, in order to
solve gender related conflicts in a soci-
ety, it is necessary to prepare students
for family life, leading a family econo-
my, and taking roles of father or moth-
er. Study process directed to the devel-
opment of expectation and dependencies
related to these roles plays important role
in this preparasion. JJf
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