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Abstract

The thesis statement analyzes and studies the needs of teachers in the teaching-learning process
with students with special educational needs. In addition it also includes the importance of
intervention strategies to improve student’s academic achievement. Although the improvement
of inclusive education in our country is already being considered by the legislative and
governmental levels, some fundamental problems in this field still remain unresolved. Equality
of access to qualitative education for students with special educational needs still stands as a
challenge. This fact has led to the interest of our research: firstly, to determine what factors are
hindering the most important actors involved in the process - teachers, and on the other hand,
to see if the appropriate effective intervention strategies will have a positive impact on their

activities.

Nowadays, quite a lot of research or articles are obtained on the needs of teachers when
teaching students with special educational needs, although it is rare to find research that
determines the importance and effectiveness of different types of intervention. Therefore, the
purpose of the research is to identify the needs of teachers, as well as to plan and implement
strategies to support the circumstances directly in the lesson process. The purpose is interesting

in terms of showing what type of intervention can cause specific results.

The paper is a report of a practice research study on the topic: "Teacher Empowerment Program
in the process of teaching and learning with students with special educational needs", which was
implemented in Tbilisi Public School N159. Mixed (both quantitative and qualitative) research
methods are used in the research. The variables were defined thuswise: independent variable -
the usage of appropriate resources based on the needs of teachers, dependent variable -

competence level of teachers.

In the initial stage of the research, a structured interview with open and closed questions (test to
identify teachers’ needs) was conducted. To measure competence, a scaling method (10 points)

was used. The scaling method was adapted to assess teachers’ competence in a pre-compiled



questionnaire. The named and identified needs were classified with common characteristics and
placed in appropriate categories. To comprehend how accordant the questionnaire filled in by

the teacher is with the actual image, we directly observed the learning process.

In the second part of the research, based on the defined needs of teachers, we developed and
implemented effective intervention strategies: we supervised the teacher, provided additional
materials adapted to the individual curriculum, and gave recommendations for managing

complex behavior.

At the commencing stage of the research we had developed a research hypothesis. One of the
implications of the hypothesis that "teachers need both material and intangible resources when
working with students with special educational needs, although there is a greater scarcity of
material resources," has been partially confirmed. Both tangible and intangible needs were
identified, whereas with equal significance and insufficiency. As for the second statement of the
hypothesis: "The development and implementation of mechanisms for intervention to raise
competence and awareness of teachers has a positive impact on the further occupation of
teachers" was entirely justified. Our intervention as a recommender directly during the lesson
process proved to be effective, which was determined by the greater involvement, activity and
motivation of the students with special educational needs (he took the initiative to participate in

the activities).

Keywords: inclusive education, student with special educational needs, teacher needs.



