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Abstract

The research concerns the improvement of extracurricular services at Ilia State
University by distance learning. Participation in extracurricular activities is especially
important for developing healthy thinking, social integration and increasing personal
motivation in students. Conducting extracurricular activities is especially important for
the social integration of freshmen in the university space.

The Covid 19 pandemic that began in 2020 and the remote switching of the studying
process created the need for extracurricular activities to move remotely as well.

Practice research was conducted in the Department of Student Affairs of Ilia State
University in the 2020-2021 academic year. The main goal of the practice research was to
adapt existing extracurricular activities to the online space and create new activities. As a
result of the implemented interventions, it became possible to achieve the set goal.

The working group gained the necessary experience related to creating an online
extracurricular activity. Through practice, a model of new activities has already been
developed, the introduction of which the Department of Student Affairs plans to be more
active and large-scale in the next academic year.

We focus used group and face-to-face interview methods as part of our practice
research. To diagnose the problem, we used focus groups. Semi-structured in-depth
interviews were conducted with representatives of the Student Affairs Department.

The main findings of the research are the creation of a model for the introduction of
peer-to-peer activity, which allows to increase the involvement of senior students in the
face-to-face and distance learning to increase their integration into the university space.
The intervention revealed that the senior students involved in the activity are willing to
constantly participate in talking about their own experiences, diverse and successful

student life.



The research revealed the interest of the parties involved in the intervention to hold
peer-to-peer meetings. In addition, we have achieved the desired result in the practice
study: the existing extracurricular activity - online rapid chess championship - has been
adapted in the online space and a new activity has been created, which will be able to
integrate first-year students into the university space.

Keywords: Practice research, Extracurricular activities, Group interview, Tinto model,

Peer education.



